How do we obtain a Neighborhood
Watch Sign?

Arapahoe County maintains an inventory
of signs. The signs are free. Once you
complete your 75% participation require-
ment, contact your Sheriff’s Office Coordi-
nator to request your signs. Your sign will
be installed in 2 to 4 weeks.

Installation of the signs will be arranged by
the Sheriff’s Office and the Arapahoe
County Traffic Engineering Department or
the City of Centennial Planning Depart-
ment, and placed in a location appropriate
for signage.

The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office
should be called to request any sign
maintenance. No fees to maintain your
neighborhood signage will be assessed for
this service.

Signage MUST be renewed for your
Neighborhood Watch Community on an
annual basis. This renewal process can be
done easily by having at least one meeting
or event per calendar year. Please fax your
sign-in sheets or send them to the Neigh-
borhood Watch Coordinator as verification
of the meeting and those attending. After
meeting these requirements, your signage
will automatically be renewed. NEIGH-
BORHOOD WATCH GROUPS THAT
DO NOT HOLD AN ANNUAL EVENT
AND RENEW THEIR NEIGHBOR-
HOOD WATCH SIGNAGE ARE
SUBJECT TO SIGNAGE REMOVAL.

For additional information, go to
www.arapahoesheriff.org to get a
copy of our Neighborhood Watch
planning packet.

Contact the Arapahoe County
Sheriff’s Office Community
Resource Unit at 720-874-3892
for more information and to set up
your first meeting.
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“Committed to quality service
with an emphasis on integrity,
professionalism and
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Neighborhood Watch is Citizens and
Sheriff’s Office working in partnership to
reduce crimes and improve the quality of
life in neighborhoods. A cohesive body of
citizens addressing issues that concern the
entire community. Neighbors getting to
know each other, taking the time to care
about each other and working together in
a program of mutual assistance.

A comprehensive Neighborhood Watch
Program in your neighborhood, whether it
is a high crime area or not, will provide
many rewards for you, your family and
your neighbors.

Neighborhood Watch programs are known
to instill a greater sense of security,
well-being and reduce the fear of crime in
your community; as well as, create a great-
er “sense of community,” by putting the
“neighbor” back into neighborhood.

The residents that live in an area will know
the needs of that area better than anyone
else. By communicating with each other
and working together as a team, your
community can make a difference.
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Organizing a Watch

Any community resident can join -
young or old, single or married, renter or
homeowner. A few concerned residents,
or a community organization can spear-
head the effort to organize a watch

group.

Members learn how to make their homes
more secure, watch out for others in their
neighborhood, and report activities that
raise their suspicions.

You can form a watch group around any
geographical unit: a block, apartment,
park, business area, public housing
complex, office, etc.

Watch groups are not vigilantes. They
are extra eyes and ears for reporting
crime and helping neighbors. Neighbor-
hood Watch helps build pride and serves
as a springboard for efforts that address
community concerns, such as recreation
for youth, child care, and affordable
housing.

Getting Organized

Contact the Neighborhood Watch
Coordinator for help in training mem-
bers in home security, reporting skills
and for information on local crime
patterns. Please coordinate your first
meeting so that a Crime Prevention
Deputy can attend.

Register your Neighborhood Watch
group with USAonwatch.org at:
www.usaonwatch.org

Go to nextdoor.com to create a private
social network for your neighborhood.
This is a great way to communicate with
your neighborhood watch group.

Plan your first meeting for a weeknight
at someone's home, yard, recreation
center, local park, school or church.
Don’t plan to have other speakers or
activities. Meetings typically should last
approximately one hour.

Select a coordinator and block captains
who are responsible for organizing
meetings and relaying information to
members.

Recruit members, keeping up-to-date on
new residents and making special
efforts to involve the elderly, working
parents, and young people.

Plan “get-togethers” during the year to
maintain neighborhood relationships.
After your first year as an active Neigh-
borhood Watch group, you must meet on
an annual basis to be considered an
active group.

National Night Out is a great event to
consider for the annual get-together
during the month of August. Go to
www.natw.org for more information.


http://www.usaonwatch.org�
http://www.nextdoor.com�
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