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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

ARAPAHOE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

 

ATTENDANCE A regular meeting of the Arapahoe County Planning Commission 

was called and held in accordance with the statutes of the State of 

Colorado and the Arapahoe County Land Development Code.  The 

following Planning Commission members confirmed their continued 

qualification to serve:  

 

Paul Rosenberg, Chair; Brian Weiss, Chair Pro-Tem; 

Mark Brummel; Richard Rader; Jane Rieck; and Richard Sall. 

 

Also present were:  Robert Hill, Senior Asst. County Attorney; 

Spencer Smith, Engineer; Molly Orkild-Larson, Senior Planner; 

Jason Reynolds, Current Planning Program Manager; Bryan 

Weimer, Transportation Division Manager, Caitlyn Cahill, Animal 

Control Supervisor, Samantha Kimminau, Animal Control Officer, 

and members of the public. 

 

CALL TO ORDER Chair Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and noted 

a quorum of the Board was present. 

 

DISCLOSURE 

MATTERS 

There were no Planning Commission member conflicts with the 

matters before them. 

 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS ITEMS: 

 

APPROVAL OF THE 

MINUTES 

The motion was made by Ms. Rieck and duly seconded by 

Mr. Sall to accept the minutes from the August 16, 2016 

Planning Commission meeting, as presented. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REGULAR ITEMS: 

 

Item 1: P14-008, Inverness #61 / L2 / (163 Inverness Dr W) / Final 

Development Plan (FDP) – Molly Orkild-Larson, Senior 

Planner, Public Works and Development (PWD) 

 

Molly Orkild-Larson, Senior Planner, introduced the project, which 

was located at 169 Inverness Drive West (just south of and sharing a 

parking lot with the Direct TV / AT&T building).  She reported the 
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owners, AX Inverness West LP, were proposing an 85’ tall building 

with 4 stories of office space on top of one story of parking garage. 

She indicated the applicants were providing sufficient parking 

through a cross-parking agreement with an adjacent lot.  She stated 

no public comments had been received and staff recommended 

approval of the application.  

 

The Planning Commission asked if nearby Homeowners 

Associations (HOAs) had been notified of the application.  

 

Ms. Orkild-Larson responded that HOAs were not part of the 

external referral process; however, the Vallagio HOA did receive 

notice as an adjacent property owner. 

 

The applicant provided a history of the site, which consisted of three 

lots which were under common ownership. It was reported, as part 

of the project, they will reconfigure part of the parking on the 

southern lot. It was noted the site had excellent visibility from both 

northbound and southbound I-25 and the building’s architecture 

would reflect some of the horizontal themes and ribbon windows in 

the area. Further, the site would feature an open plaza space that 

could be used for outdoor meetings or company functions.  It was 

reported the plaza would feature fire pits and nooks, so workers 

could gather outdoors most of the year. The applicant showed the 

Planning Commission a number of renderings of the proposed 

building from various angles, pointing out the use of different shades 

of white concrete and curtain glass.  

 

The Planning Commission asked questions about water quality, 

pedestrian connections, shared parking management, signage, and 

how the fire pits would work.  

 

The applicant explained the fire pits would be gas with masonry 

around them for safety. The site would feature a drop off area, likely 

some shorter term parking, assigned spaces in the garage, and shared 

parking with the Direct TV/AT&T building. The applicant said the 

existing parking garage, north of the AT&T building, would provide 

all the necessary stalls for that building; however, currently, the top 

three floors were roped off for maintenance/repair work, so many 

users were parking on the surface lot. The applicant stated, between 

the garage and surface parking, the site would meet parking 

requirements even with the new building. It was noted a future 

building would need additional structured parking; however, it was 

not required at this time. With future phases, the owners would 

provide improved pedestrian connections from the light rail bridge 

all the way south to the proposed building. Pedestrians would also 
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have the longer option of using the sidewalk on Inverness Drive 

West. 

 

The applicant’s engineer explained the water quality requirements 

and indicated they would be using a Southeast Metro Stormwater 

Authority-approved swale to help with water quality.  

 

Mr. Reynolds stated the signs were within the Inverness Planned 

Sign Program and could have a freestanding sign of 17.5 feet above 

the I-25 grade.  

 

Mr. Rosenberg opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

The public hearing was closed. 

 

It was moved by Ms. Rieck and duly seconded by Mr. Brummel, 

in the case of P16-008, 163 Inverness, Lot 2, Filing 61, Final 

Development Plan, the Planning Commission read the staff 

report and received testimony at the public hearing and found 

themselves in agreement with staff findings including all plans 

and attachments as set forth in the staff report dated August 26, 

2016, and recommend approval of this application, subject to 

the following conditions: 

 
1. Prior to signature of the final mylar copy of these plans, 

the applicant agrees to address the Planning Division, 

Mapping Division, Engineering Services Division and 

Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority comments and 

concerns, as outlined in their plans and reports. 

 

2. The applicant shall file Form 7460-1 for both the building 

and associated cranes as required by the Arapahoe 

County Public Airport Authority (Centennial Airport).  

 

3. The applicant shall provide staff with a Cross Parking 

Agreement that allows Lot 2 to use 201 existing parking 

spaces on Lot 3 in order to meet the Land Development 

Code requirements for a building of the size and use 

proposed for Lot 2.  This agreement shall be recorded 

with the Arapahoe County Office of the Clerk and 

Recorder prior to Arapahoe County signing the Final 

Development Plan.  This agreement shall be a permanent 

agreement that will run with the land and secure the use 
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of the parking rights for Lot 2 for the duration of the 

office building’s operation. Property owners for 

properties currently shown as Lots 1, 2 and 3, or any 

management company acting on the owners’ behalf, will 

be responsible for managing parking across all properties 

long-term to ensure adequacy of parking for the uses on 

each lot. 

 

4. The applicant shall pay the highway expansion fee for E-

470 at the time of building permit as required by the E-

470 Authority. 

 

5. All signs shall meet Arapahoe County, Inverness Metro 

Improvement District, and Colorado Department of 

Transportation’s regulations. 

 

The vote was: 

 

Mr. Weiss, Yes; Ms. Rieck, Yes; Mr. Rader, Yes; Mr. Brummel, 

Yes; Mr. Sall, Yes; Mr. Rosenberg, Yes. 

 

 

STUDY SESSION ITEMS: 

 

Item 1: I-25 & Dry Creek Interchange – Bryan Weimer, Transportation 

Division Manager 

 

Mr. Weimer provided an overview of recommended improvements 

to the I-25 and Dry Creek interchange area, as well as the proposed 

continuous flow intersection design for the Gun Club and Quincy 

intersection.  

 

Item 2: Land Development Code (LDC) Updates – Jason Reynolds, 

Current Planning Program Manager 

 

Mr. Reynolds discussed the draft changes to the LDC Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) chapter. He reported the proposed changes 

would streamline the PUD process and allow more applications to 

be reviewed administratively, as opposed to having public hearings 

for every site plan. He stated the project goal was to adopt new 

regulations by the end of the year.  

 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to come before the Planning 

Commission, the meeting was adjourned. 

 


